
 SOUTHWICK-TOLLAND-GRANVILLE REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

86 Powder Mill Road,  Southwick, MA 01077 
Phone (413) 569-5391                 FAX (413) 569-1711 

www.stgrsd.org 
 

 Jennifer C. Willard 
Superintendent 

Stephen J. Presnal 
Director of  

Finance and Operations 

Noell Somers 
Director of 

Student Services 

Jenny Sullivan 
Director of 

Curriculum and Instruction 

 
 

 

Notice of School Closure Extended/Privacy Rights 

 

The State of Emergency order requiring mandatory closure of schools has been extended through the remainder of the 

2019-2020 school year. This necessitates that the Southwick-Tolland-Granville Regional School District continues with 

remote learning, which includes the use of video communication through platforms such as Microsoft Office Teams or 

Zoom for Education. It is important that we all continue to respect the privacy and intellectual property rights of our 

school community including teachers, service providers, and students. By participating in remote learning you agree that 

you may not save, record, share, or post any online session in whole or in part (including photo stills). With regard to 

protection of privacy, these platforms come with protective measures such as encryption. The extent and effectiveness of 

these protections are not fully known at this time and cannot be guaranteed by the Southwick-Tolland-Granville Regional 

School District. The Southwick-Tolland-Granville Regional School District will continue to take reasonable steps to 

protect the privacy of your child in compliance with State and Federal laws, such as Family Education Rights and Privacy 

Act (FERPA), the Student Records Act, and Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA). By agreeing to 

participate, you are acknowledging and accepting that these online platforms may not fully comply with State or Federal 

laws. Throughout the process the District will examine the selection of online platforms, and where appropriate, will make 

changes in order to protect student privacy.  

 

In accordance with state and federal laws, parents and students must refrain from recording any and all remote lessons. 

Exceptions may be made on an individual basis due to special circumstances, and only with the consent of everyone 

involved in the lesson. In addition, while parents/guardians are permitted to observe online instruction in a non-disruptive 

manner, to the extent that remote learning opportunities provide access to confidential student information, all participants 

agree, by participating in this remote learning opportunity, to refrain from disseminating any confidential student 

information about other student participants with any and all third parties. By participation in the remote learning 

opportunities, consent to this request in hereby provided. 

 

Similarly, we ask everyone in our school community to recognize that video conferences and other online services will be 

taking place in the homes of the educators and students who participate in the calls, and to be mindful of everyone's right 

to privacy. To that end, we remind our students to dress appropriately and choose and appropriate location in their home 

from which to participate in any and all remote learning opportunities, particularly those with a video component. 

Parents/guardians should take all precautions to safeguards personal and private information that they do not wish to be 

disclosed. 

 

Students will be expected to behave in accordance with school rules of conduct while participating in remote instruction. 

Cyber-bully, harassment, discrimination, and abuse of the remote learning process will not be tolerated and may result in 

suspension from remote learning, as well as additional consequences when school resumes. The District also encourages 

its staff and students alike to limit disruptions to remote lessons to the extent feasible (while recognizing that sometimes 

pets, small children, and technical difficulties cannot be prevented from disrupting a lesson that happens at home). 

 

If you do not wish to participate in online learning under these conditions, please contact the Superintendent of Schools at 

superintendent@stgrsd.org. 
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